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Randall Delone Adkison, Parliamentarian
Randall Delone Adkison’s work has been seen off-Broadway, in regional
theaters, and national tours. His work as a director and violence coordinator
has been seen across the South East. He has taught theatre and media in
Secondary Education, Colleges and Universities for the past 17 years. As a
content creator and storytelling consultant, he has worked on feature ﬁlms,
documentaries, and TV shows appearing in the CW and PBS, as well as
commissioned works in Opera and Regional Theatre. His theatre education
focused Podcast, The UnabashED Theatre Podcast is entering its third season.
He received his BA in English with a Drama Concentration from the University
of North Florida, a MS in Entertainment Business from Full Sail University
(Winner of the Advanced Achievement Award for the Program), and an MFA in
Playwriting and Screenwriting from Regent University. He is the Interim
Executive Director of the Florida Association for Theatre Education, the
Assistant State Director of Florida State Thespians, and a Past-President for
FATE.

Edna Bland
Edna M. Bland is a certiﬁed educator, teaching artist, arts integration specialist and
puppeteer.
As a puppeteer, Edna was mentored by Carroll Spinney “Big Bird” and Dr. Loretta
Long “Susan” of Sesame Street. She was a puppeteer for Jane Henson’s Nativity and
toured with Loretta Long promoting reading literacy. Edna is historically one of the
only professional African American female puppeteers in America. Her work was
featured in the Living Objects: African American Puppetry exhibit at the University of
Connecticut. Edna is credited with creating the only puppetry arts elective curriculum
and classes in the State of Florida.
Her professional development includes The Kennedy Center, Lincoln Center Education
at The Juilliard School, and workshops at Shakespeare’s Globe Theatre in London,
England.
Prior to her career in education, Edna worked in the entertainment business industry
at such companies as The New York Emmy Awards and Sony Music Entertainment.
She serves on arts boards and committees such as: Florida Association of Theatre
Educators, Puppeteers of America, Florida Division of Cultural Affairs and the Kennedy
Center’s VSA Intersection. She is also the Chair for the Puppeteers of America’s
Equity Diversity and Inclusion Committees.
Edna has a M.F.A. in Entertainment Creative Writing, M.S. in Entertainment Business,
B.S. in Organizational Management and A.A.S. in Music Business.

Jennifer Bunnell
Jennifer Bunnell has been teaching Theatre for fourteen years in Santa
Rosa County. As a former English teacher who reluctantly agreed to teach
that one period of Theatre that everyone else refused, she knows exactly
how important FATE is when it comes to providing support and training
for Florida’s Theatre teachers. Jennifer has enjoyed serving on the FATE
board for the past three years and hopes to continue to serve and help
FATE grow.

Lissen Ellington
Lissen’s love of theatre began as a young child and continued through high
school as she trained at Dreyfoos School of the Arts, focusing on musical
theatre and costuming. After graduation, she obtained her Bachelor’s from
Florida State University and her MBA from Northwood University. Lissen spent
10 years in the business world focusing on events and marketing. She was able
to parlay her knowledge of events and marketing to her love of theatre in her
current career. Lissen is in her 8th year as the Director of Theater Arts at
Santaluces High School in Lantana, FL. There she teaches a variety of classes in
both performance and technical theatre as well as is the troupe director of the
school’s award-winning theatre program. Lissen was the recipient of the
English-Speaking Union’s 2019 Teaching Shakespeare Through Performance
Scholarship for Palm Beach County to study Shakespeare at The Globe Theater
in London. She was also named FAAE’s 2020-2021 Advancing Arts Education for
the Southern Region. In her spare time, Lissen can be seen performing on
stages around the tri-county area, running half marathons at Disney, and is in
her 10th year with the Junior League of the Palm Beaches.

Gary Graff, Secretary
Gary Graff has taught in Miami-Dade County Public Schools for 31 years. He
currently serves as the District 8 Thespian chair and FATE Board Secretary. He
is a Past President of FATE. Gary has been recognized as Theatre Educator of
the Year by both FATE and DATE. He was also the Hialeah high School Teacher
of the Year in 20218. Over his career he has directed over 120 productions.

Jeff Grove
Jeff Grove, a long-time FATE member, board member, and executive committee
member, earned his B.A. and M.A.T. at the University of North Carolina at
Chapel Hill. He has taught at Stanton College Preparatory School in
Jacksonville for 36 years, and has chaired the school's aesthetics department
for 23 years. He worked as an item writer for the Florida Performing Fine Arts
Assessment team. He has presented workshops at FATE conferences. A former
chair of Florida Thespian District 2, he has directed both mainstage and one-act
plays that were presented at the Florida State Thespian Festival, and he has
served on the Florida State Thespian mainstage selection committee. He has
adjudicated individual events and/or one-act plays for Florida Thespian
Districts 3, 4, 8, and 12, and has adjudicated one-act plays for the Florida
Theatre Conference. He is the co-author of seven published one-act plays, and
he mentors young playwrights through his school's annual night of
student-written one-acts.

Courtney Hess
Courtney Hess is an educational theatre consultant and theatre teacher in
Palm Beach County, Florida. She has been teaching for 17 years and
currently runs the Drama Academy choice program, Musical Theatre
program, and Dance program at Watson B Duncan Middle School. Most of
her time is spent directing student work and sharing her love of dance,
art, and theatre but she also likes to work as BG or scripty for TV/Film.
She has a master's degree in Theatre from the University of Houston, a
B.A. in Theatre and B.A. in Studio Art from Florida State University, as
well as a B.A. in English from Florida Atlantic University. She is lucky to
have a theatre major husband who helps her tech, two awesome theatre
kids, and a cat who is indifferent to showtunes.

Taylor Horne, President
Taylor Horne holds a B.A. in Mass Media with a minor in Theatre from
Florida State University. She is also a proud member of the ﬁrst
graduating class of FSU's Masters in Theatre Studies program. She
received additional training from The Studio Theatre in Washington, D.C.,
NYU's London Summer Intensive, and Juilliard Summer Programs . After
freelancing with CNN and ABC Primetime Live, she taught middle school
theatre for a decade. She has served as the Upper School Theatre
Director and Performing Arts Department Chair at her alma mater,
Episcopal School of Jacksonville for the last four years. This will be her
fourteenth year on the FATE Board.

Patt Martin-McNorton
Patt Martin-McNorton is in year 37 as a classroom teacher, has been a FATE
member since 1986, and is currently the theatre teacher at Sandalwood HS in
Jacksonville, FL. As a department of one, Patt juggles large classes as well as
directing an active Thespian Troupe and producing several shows each year. Ms.
M and her students manage the auditorium, providing technical theatre support
for other clubs, meetings, assemblies, and performance events. When not at
school, which is rare, Patt enjoys quilting, her koi pond, riding motorcycles, and
spending time with her grandchildren. Patt is certiﬁed in Theatre, English
(ELA), Journalism, and Speech with endorsements in middle grades and ESOL.
Her Masters is in Curriculum and Instruction.

Karen Monroe
Karen Monroe currently is the Theatre Director and Thespian Troupe
5850 sponsor at Choctawhatchee High School in Fort Walton Beach. She
has been an educator in Florida for the past eighteen years. This will be
her fourth year serving on the FATE Board. Karen is also the co-chair of
District 10 Junior Thespians. She graduated from the University of
Florida in 2004 with a BA in Theatre Education.

Kristen Neander, Treasurer
Kristen Neander is the Director of Theatre at Citrus High School in Inverness,
FL. She has been teaching at her alma mater for twenty-one years; prior to
becoming a theatre teacher, Kristen worked as a stage manager and toured
with such productions as Carmen and West Side Story. Favorite directing
credits include Into the Woods, Hay Fever, Sonny DeRee’s Life Flashes Before
His Eyes, Guys & Dolls, Rumors, Candid, Puffs, and Cinderella. Kristen most
recently appeared onstage as The Countess with F(Actor) Theatre in their
production of Picasso at the Lapin Agile. She is Florida's District 12 Thespian
Chair and serves as the Florida Junior Thespian Chair and the One Act
Coordinator for the Florida State Thespian Festival. She is the Past President
and current Treasurer for the Florida Association for Theatre Education. Kristen
received her Bachelors and Masters degrees in Theatre from Florida State
University.

Kevin Pace
Kevin Pace has been Director of Theatre Arts at Osceola Fundamental
High School in Seminole, Florida for the past eight years. During this time,
his program has been very proud to host the Florida high school premiers
of Disney’s the Little Mermaid in 2016 and We Will Rock You: The Music
of Queen in 2018. Kevin also serves as a member of the FATE Board of
Directors and works as a theatrical sound engineer around the Tampa Bay
Area.

Betsy Pavlovich
Since 1984, Betsy has worked at Lake Highland Preparatory School, where she
now teaches drama skills and theatre production for the Lower School, 1st
through 6th grades. Using theatre games and improvisation as a vehicle for
teaching both theatre and general life skills, her curriculum enhances
awareness, spontaneous thinking and cooperation, stretches imagination and
creativity, improves communication, expression, and character development,
and enhances the use of the actors’ instrument: mind, body and voice.
Betsy has been active in community theatre, conducts improvisational
workshops to help others get connected through drama, has served on the
Board for FATE, the Florida Association for Theatre Education, an organization
which promotes theatre in our schools, since 1998, and has been a member of
FATE since 1990. Betsy is proud to have made a profession of bringing drama
to life for young students and is an advocate of drama as an educational vehicle
for life skills.

Nicole Quintana, Past President
Nicole is a Miami born Latina with 20 years experience in Miami Dade county.
She had a bachelor of ﬁne arts in theatre from FIU. She has put on over 50
musicals and is currently the Miami Arts Studio Director of Musical Theatre.
She is passionate about the arts and is president of the Florida association for
theatre education. She is a mother of 2 and wife of Ozzie Quintana with whom
she happily works with at MAS.

Ozzie Quintana
Ozzie Quintana has been a Theatre Arts teacher for twenty years and has
been an advocate for theatre and the study of Improvisation as a tool to
not only gain conﬁdence in students and adults, but also as a tool to learn
life skills. He has been a FATE member since 2002 and has taught
workshops in improv and technical theatre at FATE Conferences for
several years. He is a FATE Teacher of the Year Award recipient and an
award winning playwright, sound designer, and light designer. He is
proud to be a Board Member for FATE.

Jerry Seeger
Jerry Seeger (Performer) earned a BA in Theatre Arts from the University of
Missouri-Columbia and performed post-graduate work at the Burt Reynolds
Institute for Theatre Training. Seeger has performed throughout south Florida,
most notably in the Eric Bogosian solo show sex, drugs, rock & roll and in a
one-man compilation of Bogosian’s works entitled Pounding Sex and Rock &
Roll Into My Forehead. His latest venture is the one-man show Demerits,
Detentions & Dismissals: The Works of Taylor Mali. He has also appeared in
commercials (Scott’s Bonus S Max) and industrial ﬁlms (Office Depot), the ﬁlm
The Square Root of 2 and as Marty in Kodak Black’s YouTube series City of War.
He is the Director of Theatre at The Sagemont School and has worked in the
classroom for almost twenty years teaching PE, Latin I, Weight Training, 9th
grade English, Speech and Debate, Theatre Appreciation and Acting I-III. He
was the 2016 Broward Theatre Teacher of the Year and has directed more than
thirty productions during his teaching career. Seeger has been married to Elena
Maria Garcia, head of the Theatre department at Barry University, for the last
twenty-eight years and they have two children, Ana and Emma.

Lisa Vorreiter, President-Elect
Lisa Vorreiter has taught theatre in Hillsborough County for 35 years.
She also serves on the District 9 Thespian Board of Directors. Many of
her former students have gone on to professional careers as actors,
technicians and designers and can be found working across the world on
cruise ships, in theme parks, in ﬁlm and television, in regional theatres
and on Broadway.

