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To Whom it May Concern,
I’d like to kindly ask your approval to attend the Florida Association for Theatre Education’s (FATE’s) annual Theatre Education Conference in Orlando. The conference provides educators with the opportunity to learn from working professionals in the field, experts on educational best practices, and one another; exactly what I and our theatre program need to stay current in the field, develop professional learning communities, and form relationships with other theatre educators in Florida so that we can form strong networks and support systems that benefit not just me, but our students as well.
FATE has shown a strong commitment to providing practical sessions and hands-on workshops. Their dedication to the changing educational landscape paired with their knowledge of theatrical excellence is exactly the combination that will make a difference for schools like ours.  
Advantages for Our Program
The learnings from this conference will help our school to:
· Revive our spirit after several very difficult years maintaining morale and building  interest in the theatre program.
· Revive our creativity as we look to build a strong student participation base and refine the educational merit of our classes and extracurricular activities.
· Provide a strong network of cohorts with whom we can rely for support and resources, share best practices and lessons with other theatre teachers, and  form learning communities that work for us.
I kindly appreciate you considering my request. I know that we are still facing staffing and financial stressors, but I can assure you that your support of my attendance at this conference will help me with instruction and with my own professional development and district requirements for recertification and evaluation. I’m quite certain that it’s a good investment in training for our theatre program.

Thank you for your time,
Monica Andrews, Conference Chair
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